Fire on Eurocity 12 – 17th May 2011.
The source of fire on the Milano-Zürich Eurocity 12, operated by a Trenitalia ETR 470 class Pendolino, has been located in a traction motor of the second car from the Zürich end. There are 12 traction motors on a 470-train set. The BEV (Federal rail administration) remarked that as yet there was no immediate cause discovered for the fire. A similar case in 2006 has been remembered, when one set caught fire in the Zürich – Thalwil tunnel. This time, 70 passengers were on board, a light load; all were evacuated safely, though retrospectively commentators are asking what might have been the case only a few km further, beyond Airolo in the Gotthard tunnel. The most authoritative Swiss newspaper, the NZZ of Zürich, anything but sensational, has now allowed itself an opinion: ‘ This newest incident may now precipitate the long due withdrawal from service of these troublesome trains’.  That may prove to be an understatement. SBB are to consider ‘in the coming weeks’ how to proceed, but at present only one of the 5 Trenitalia sets is operational; of SBB’s 4 sets, 3 are running, and one under repair, but services are only being maintained by a special ‘flying squad’ regime. SBB, already running substitute conventional train sets,  is known to be evaluating a plan to run all its Gotthard Italian services from now until the Base Tunnel opening in 2016 again with conventional stock, changing engines in Chiasso, and taking 25 minutes longer. Acute rolling stock shortages hang over such schemes. However, there may now be no choice.  
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